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AFRICA: Youth News

BOTSWANA: The new broom at BNYC

FRANCISTOWN, Apr 4 -
The newly elected chair-
person of the Botswana
National Youth Council
(BNYC), Metlha Ishmael
Mokwena, has his work
cut out for him.

The organisation has
been troubled for a long
time and previous at-
tempts to quell the situa-
tion have
failed.Mokwena's task is
to breathe life into the
BNYC, which is one of
the country's oldest and
most crucial organisa-
tions.

Born on December 21,
1984 in Tonota Village
which lies 40 kilometres
south of Francistown,
Mokwena says he is
aware of the mammoth
task he is faced with at
the BNYC.

Infact, he is quick to
point out that as a profes-
sional, he has always
shied away from contest-
ing for the BNYC chair-
manship because of the
power struggles that
have bedevilled the or-
ganisation.

However, he also viewed
BNYC as a big organisa-
tion that should repre-
sent every young person
in Botswana, hence he
felt the urge to come on
board to about bring
change. Another reason
he ran for the chairman-
ship is that he was im-
pressed by the way the
interim committee, that
was appointed in Sep-
tember last year, went
about its work and the

amount of change and
stability it brought.

"It showed me that the
organisation can be pro-
fessionally conducted and
that stability is possible,"
he enthuses.

The youthful Mokwena
says now that he is chair-
person, he intends to pro-
tect the image of BNYC
and identifies corruption
and malpractice as the
two maladies that have
tarnished the image of
the organisation.

"I am going to put in con-
trols to ensure good utili-
sation of resources
through the treasurer,"
he warns. "Any member
of the board or secretari-
at who is tempted to be
or is involved in corrup-
tion will have stern
measures taken against
them."

Mokwena says he will
define the structures of
BNYC because he has
realised that there has
been confusion of roles
between the office and
the committees.

He also intends to make
the BNYC visible to
young Batswana and the
nation at large. He will
focus on youth empower-
ment by availing infor-
mation lobbying authori-
ties to give young people
positions of leadership.

Mokwena is a qualified
accountant who holds a
Chartered Institute of
Management Accounts
(CIMA) and an Associa-
tion of Accounting Tech-

nicians (AAT) both from
the Botswana Accountan-
cy College (BAC). He
says he will ensure that
when his term comes to
an end in three years,
BNYC will be a highly
accountable organisation
and will have made re-
turns on the sponsorships
and donations it receives.

By the end of his term,
BNYC will be such a
brand that the govern-
ment and the private
sector will be willing to
associate with it, while a
lot of young people, in-
cluding professionals and
academics, will have an
interest to serve the
Youth Council.

He says he intends to
achieve all these by
building strong partner-
ship BNYC and the me-
dia. "I want the media to
be quick to report the
good achievements with-
in the BNYC instead of
trying to pick the short-
falls," he says. "I also
want the media to show a
high sense of patriotism
by protecting the image
of our country as a
whole."

Mokwena is currently
employed as an account-
ant by Gaborone-based
First Class Accountants.
His interest in leadership
dates back to his days as
a young boy. As the only
male child in his family,
he says he was by nature
brought up to be a leader
and had a lot of responsi-
bilities at home.

Mokwena has been a pre-
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fect throughout his aca-
demic life. "I was also
Chairperson of the As-
semblies of God youth,
Deputy Chairperson of
the Gaborone West As-
semblies of God and
Chairperson of the BAC
Christian Fellowsh," he
says.

A devoted Christian,
Mokwena says he spends
most of his free time at
church. He is the second-
born in a family of four
children born to Reuben
and Keboe Mokwena.

His father passed on
some years ago, leaving
his mother to look after
him and his sisters. He
says his favourite sport is
chess and that he also
enjoys swimming. Ac-
cording to Mokwena, his
victory last weekend
means a lot to him "and
hopefully to the youth".
He says it gives him an
opportunity to make a
mark in the transfor-
mation of his country.

As a last word to the
youth, he quoted a verse
from the Bible: "When
the righteous lead, the
people rejoice." He adds:
"Now that I am a leader,
young people have the
opportunity to rejoice
since their interests will
be served diligently."

[mmegi online]



GHANA: NPP Youth Wing urges candidates to desist from malpractices

ACCRA, Apr 11 - The
New Patriotic Party
(NPP) Youth Wing on
Monday urged candidates
sitting the West African
Senior School Certificate
Examination (WASSCE)
to desist from taking part
in any malpractices dur-
ing the examinations
which began earlier in
the day. In a statement
signed by Mr Anthony
Karbo, National Youth
Organiser, the NPP
asked the candidates to
stick to the established
rules and regulations
clearly laid out by the

West African Examina-
tions Council (WAEC).

It also called on the vari-
ous school authorities to
do all they can to ensure
that this year's examina-
tions end without inci-
dent. "The Wing is hope-
ful that despite the vari-
ous strike actions by our
hardworking teachers,
mostly between last year
and this year, as a result
of Government's failure
to pay attention to their
concerns, the candidates
would still come out with
flying colours as a result

of the remarkable efforts
that our teachers none-
theless put in, and the
impressive efforts of the
candidates themselves in
committing to their
books," the statement
said.

"The NPP and its Youth
Wing wish to assure all
students, teachers, par-
ents and indeed the
whole nation that we are
coming back, by the grace
of God, with quality ide-
as, solutions, pro-
grammes and policies
aimed at addressing the

April 2011

challenges in our educa-
tional system, to harness
the remarkable potential
of our youth and max-
imising it for the develop-
ment of our nation and
humanity at large," it
said.

[ghanaweb]

KENYA: Days Numbered for Lazy MPs

NAIROBI, Apr 25 — The
ongoing campaigns for
National Youth Council
Election in Murang'a
have vowed to dislodge
non-performing MPs in
2012 for alleged misuse
of the CDF.

More than a hundred
candidates have an-
nounced their interest to
vie for the seven parlia-
mentary seats in the
county next year. The
youth leaders claimed
that the CDF kitty in the
region has been misused
by MPs and their com-
mittees adding that huge
sums of money has been
allocated to ghost pro-
jects.

The ongoing campaigns

for National Youth Coun-
cil Election in Murang'a
have vowed to dislodge
non-performing MPs in
2012 for alleged misuse
of the CDF.

Led by Kiharu constitu-
ency candidate Stephen
Mwangi, the youth told
the press that they have
hatched feasible plans to
dislodge the incumbent
and non-performing lead-
ers in the 2012 General
Elections."As youth lead-
ers from Murang'a, we
are fed up with our lead-
ers and come 2012, we
want to do away with the
current leaders and in
their place elect vibrant
and committed young
leaders," Mwangi said.

At the same time, Mu-
rang'a East District
youth officer Simon
Kanyingi has expressed
concerns over the low
registration turn-out in
the ongoing exercise
ahead of the National
Youth Council Election.

He said that only 6,000

youths have registered in

the district adding that
majority of the youth
may be locked out if they
don't meet the registra-
tion deadline which is
April 30."T am surprised
by the low registration
turnout yet the youth
have been given a golden
opportunity to take part
in the country's leader-
ship," Kanyiri said. The
elections are scheduled

for May 20 and 21.
[allAfrica]
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NAMIBIA: 'Youth have much to learn from China

APR 15 - How do you see
the significance of the
Africa-China Young
Leaders Forum? What
preparation work has
Namibia done for the
Forum?

I view the Africa-China
Young Leaders Forum as
a platform of laying a
strong foundation for the
future relationship be-
tween the youth of Africa
and of China. Africa and
China have a long history
of friendship and cooper-
ation.

China has played an im-
portant role in support-
ing Africa defeat colonial-
ism and apartheid, our
view as young Africans is
that China will play a
positive and constructive
role in helping Africans
to gain full value of their
economic and natural
resources.

SWAPO and its govern-
ment are preparing for
the historic Africa-China
Young Leaders Forum.
We have ensured as
hosts, that the all our
efforts as a nation have
been harmonized to en-
sure the successful host-
ing of this historic meet-
ing.

It is also important that
we use the platform as an
important tool to formal-
ize relations between
Chinese youth organisa-
tions and our own on the
continent.

In this regard we hope
that the Pan-African
Youth Union will feature
more prominently in our
engagements going for-
ward.

What are your expecta-
tions of the Forum?

In particular, we expect
the Forum to adopt a
declaration encapsulating
the aspirations of the
African and Chinese
youth for a lasting rela-
tionship technologically,
culturally, socially, politi-
cally and economically.
The 1955 Bandung Con-
ference was a significant
catalyst in strengthening
the friendship of African
and Asian people, partic-
ularly China.

The legacy of friendship
left to us by Nyerere,
Nujoma, Tambo,
Mondlane, Neto, Kaunda
on the African front and
Chairman Mao and
Premier Zhou Enlai on
the Chinese side, as well
as many other leaders,
has been inspirational for
us as African youth.

We have a strong founda-
tion of political affinity
and mutual dialogue, as
youth from Africa and
China we must now en-
sure that we continue to
advance in the same spir-
it on other fronts.

How do the young people
of Namibia see China
and their Chinese coun-
terparts?

At the moment a number
of young people in Na-
mibia see China in the
lenses of stereotypes of
the Western media.
Many young Namibians
view their Chinese coun-
terparts with artificial
suspicion and resent-
ment.

Unfortunately, there

have been little efforts in
our view to change this
wrong perception of Na-
mibian youth of China.

It is our view as the
SWAPO Youth League
that China has made
significant and important
contributions to world
civilisation, and has con-
tinued this global leader-
ship position by support-
ing Africa in its fight
against colonialisation
and apartheid.

China without a doubt is
the most significant driv-
er of the nascent econom-
ic growth in Africa; China
has tremendous challeng-
es including the chal-
lenge of creating harmo-
ny amongst some 1.4 bil-
lion Chinese citizens.

SPYL and our counter-
parts in other parts of
Africa are committed to
ensuring that all African
youth understand and
see China in this light.

Our view is that a delib-
erate strategy needs to be
devised for Namibian
young people and their
Chinese counterparts to
step up exchange pro-
grammes beneficial to
both countries and peo-
ples.

How do you see the im-
portance of the exchanges
of young people between
China and African coun-
tries?

We regard it of para-
mount importance that
young people of Africa
and those of China seize
upon the seeds of friend-
ship planted by genera-
tions of African and Chi-

nese leaders during the
days of European coloni-
alism in Africa in order to
forge genuinefriendship
and cooperation at all
levels. It must be this
friendship that must be
transformed into a genu-
ine friendship that bene-
fits all African countries
and people as well as the
Peoples Republic of Chi-
na.

It is the duty of each Afri-
can country to ensure
that the youth are grant-
ed the necessary space in
which to realize the im-
portance of preserving
the integrity, dignity and
respect of an African per-
son who is residing upon
the wealth of Africa.

The consolidation of eco-
nomic, cultural and polit-
ical ties between the Afri-
can and the Chinese peo-
ple is important for us as
young people, our expec-
tations is that the cur-
rent generation of young
leaders will fortify a new
era of cooperation based
on the principles of mutu-
al coexistence on emerg-
ing fronts such as trade,
technology, education
and training and other
areas as [ have men-
tioned before. The exist-
ing business relations
should be cascaded down-
wards so that young peo-
ple also benefit from rela-
tions that are strong at
party and government
levels.

Chinese leaders indicated
that Sino-Namibian rela-
tions have set an exam-
ple of friendly co-
operation between China
and African countries,
and even among all de-
veloping countries. How
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can Sino-Namibian friend-
ship benefit the exchanges
among young people in our
two countries?

African leaders, including
Namibian leaders, must
learn and adopt the deci-
siveness with which China
pursues and protects its
national interests.

Under the framework of
FOCAC, it would be help-
ful of Namibian leaders at
all level especially in all
ministries/departments to
utilize the co-operation so
as to benefit our two peo-
ples.

Specifically, the manner in
which such a friendship is
harnessed would greatly
enhance the friendship
and cultural exchanges for
the benefit of our young
people.

What are the roles of the
young people in the politi-
cal, economic and social
life of Namibia? What does
the government do to help
young leaders in their
growth?

Over half of Namibia's
population is made up of
young people. As such,
they remain key players in
the political, economic and
social life of Namibia. Dur-
ing the 2009 Presidential
and National Assembly
elections, young Namibi-
ans born in a free and in-
dependent Namibia partic-
ipated in elections for the
first time.

They did so by asserting
their maturity in the socio-
political landscape of Na-
mibia. To date at national,
regional and local levels

there is an infusion of
young people in positions
of decision making. Fur-
thermore, on its part, Gov-
ernment has established a
ministry dealing with
youth affairs and two stat-
utory bodies geared to-
wards molding the growth
of young leaders.

These institutions are the
National Youth Council of
Namibia and the National
Youth Service. In terms a
particular or deliberate
programme geared toward
helping young leaders'
growth, it is still work in
progress in Namibia. But
there has been some work
in this area of leadership
development and Entre-
preneurship promotion,
specifically The National
Youth Council runs two
initiatives in this regard
called Youth Leadership

Development Program and
the Credit for Youth in
Business program. We
have had exchanges pro-
grams in the past with
various countries but
funding is a challenge for
our youth development
initiatives.

The Ministry of Youth also
makes provision for vari-
ous exchange programs,
and supports when re-
sources allow our youth
leaders to attend interna-
tional conferences and
workshops in order to de-
velop their leadership
skill.

[The Southern Times]

NIGERIA: ACN will pursue youth programs U.M

IBADAN, Apr 4 - Vice
presidential candidate of
the Action Congress of
Nigeria (ACN), has as-
sured that his party
would pursue youth-
oriented programmes if
voted into power on April
16.

Speaking in Ibadan, Oyo
State capital, at a Youth
Engagement Forum on
the ‘National Youth Man-
ifesto’ organised by Initi-
ative for Democratic and
Economic Advancement
Strategy, Adeola said the
ACN as a welfarist party
was aware of the chal-
lenges facing the Nigeri-
an youth and was pre-
pared to confront them
positively.

The National Youth Man-

ifesto, which was adopted
by the National Youth
Council of Nigeria
(NYCN) on January 7 in
Kaduna, was according to
Adeola, a very articulate
document on the needs
and aspirations of the
Nigerian youth.

The ACN presidential
running mate noted that
employment, education,
health and involvements
in policy matters and
fight against corruption
which are highlighted in
the Youth Manifesto are
key in the agenda of the
ACN.

He said ACN would pro-
vide qualitative free edu-
cation up to secondary
school level as currently
being implemented in

Ekiti, Osun, Edo and
Lagos states as well as
pursue higher education
that would turn out em-
ployable youths and job
creators.

According to him, the
nation’s economy would
receive a boost under a
Ribadu/Adeola presiden-
cy through the creation of
enabling environment for
private sector and foreign
investment as well as
agricultural revolution to
change the nation’s mono
-economy Zebulon Ago-
muofortune. Adeola, who
is also the founder of
FATE Foundation, urged
the youth who constitutes
almost 70 percent of the
electorate to wisely use
their numerical strength
in turning their woes into

fortune by voting the
ACN at the presidential
election.

Citing the establishment
of EFCC by Nuhu Ribadu
which in a short time
reduced the nation’s cor-
ruption index through
successful prosecution of
corrupt individuals, repa-
ration of huge laundered
funds, debt cancellation
and improved image for
the country, he told the
youth that the forthcom-
ing election was an op-
portunity for a positive
change for the country
which must not be al-
lowed to slip away. He
cautioned the youth
against being used as
thugs by politicians to
cause violence before,
during and after elec-
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tions, but to be coura-
geous by voting for people
of high integrity.

Earlier, Tola Adenekan,
national coordinator of

AFRICA: Youth News

the project, described the
initiative as one that pro-
vided a platform for
youths across the country
to understand and exer-
cise their civic rights in a

manner that will be bene-
ficial to them.

[businessday]

SUDAN: Youth Creative Activities to Be Launched Under the Blessing of the President

KHARTOUM, Apr 18 —
The President of the Re-
public, head of National
Congress Party, Omar Al
Bashir will honor the
opening session the
works of the National
Youth Activities, orga-
nized by the Federation
Youth Secretariat at the
NCP, Tuesday at the

Friendship Hall, Khar-
toum.

The Press and Public Rela-
tions Secretary Abu Bakr Al-
Obeid told the Sudan News
Agency (SUNA) that the activ-
ities which will be under the
slogan of "Youth to revamp
renaissance" covers all States
and will display different
cultural aspects and continue
through AugustHe said the

activities will start from the
level of localities up to the
state level, adding that this
Youth Demonstration comes
in the framework of NCP
concern of supporting the
cultural youth activities. He
said the event will provide
youth and creative persons
with the opportunity to dis-
play their talents and creativi-
ties and to make use of the
youth energy and insight in

UGANDA: Youth leaders accuse politicians of manipulation

development and progress of
the homeland.

[sudanesaonling]

KAMPALA, Apr 27th —
THE national youth lead-
ers have accused politi-
cians of using the plight
of the youth to attain
political capital.

They said it was unfair to
take advantage of the
troubles facing the youth
to incite them into riots
and demonstrations.

The chairman-elect of the
National Youth Council,
Samuel Kavuma, on

Tuesday told journalists
at the Ministry of Gen-
der, Labour and Social
Development that there
were multitudes of unem-
ployed youth, including
professionals, on the
streets.

“It is wrong for leaders
who know these problems
and have done nothing to
start manipulating these
youth to achieve political
agendas,” he said.

He said the youth were
faced with unemploy-
ment, poverty, lack of
access to financial ser-
vices, lack of representa-
tion in government and
little opportunity to so-
cial and economic ameni-
ties.

Kavuma said the above
problems had made the
youth prone to manipula-
tion.

He asked the Govern-

ment to solve the prob-
lems by availing employ-
ment opportunities to the
youth.

[New Vision]



BRUNEL: Brunei, China Delegates Look At Programs To Harness Potential Of Youths

BANDAR SERI
BEGAWAN, Apr 26 - The
Youth and Sports Depart-
ment along with the Bru-
nei Youth Council hosted
a dialogue session with
delegates from the All-
China Youth Federation
at the Sultan Haji Has-
sanal Bolkiah National
Stadium yesterday.

The delegation of six peo-
ple, led by Mr Chen Xiao-
dong, Vice President of
the Chinese Young En-
trepreneurs Association
are currently in the Sul-
tanate on a five-day
working visit to commem-
orate the 20th anniver-

ASIA/PACIFIC: Youth

sary of diplomatic rela-
tions between Brunei and
the People's Republic Of
China.

Chairing the dialogue
session was Hj Abdul
Malek bin Hj Moham-
mad, the Acting Director
of Youth and Sports De-
partment while the Bru-
nei Youth Council was
represented by its Secre-
tary General, Zefri Arief
Hj Mohd Zain Arief.

At the beginning of the
dialogue session, the Act-
ing Director of Youth &
Sports spoke and later
briefed them on the roles
and function of the de-

INDIA: Petition in SC seeking ban on Endosulfan

partment.

He also touched upon the
active involvement of
Brunei and China in
many fields of activities
hosted in both countries
over the last few years.

Secretary-General of the
Brunei Youth Council
also gave a brief intro-
duction of the council's
history and roles and
called on for more cooper-
ation with the All China
Youth Federation, not
just in cultural exchange
activities but also many
other' fields such as en-
trepreneurship for the
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benefit of both organisa-
tions and youths.

The All-China Youth
Federation also showed a
video on its recent activi-
ties, roles and function
towards developing and
educating its youths.

The delegation from Chi-
na also hopes to work
closer with the Youth and
Sports Department and
the Brunei Youth Council
in creating more pro-
grammes in diversified
fields to harness our
youths' potential in dif-
ferent aspects.

[bru direct]

NEW DHELI, Apr 26 - A
petition has been moved
in the Supreme Court
seeking a ban on sale and
production of the pesti-
cide Endosulfan across
the country.

The petition filed by
Democratic Youth Feder-
ation of India (DYFI), a
youth wing of CPI(M),
has sought a direction to
the Centre to prohibit the
sale of Endosulfan in its
present form or any other
derivatives in the mar-
ket.

The organisation submit-
ted that a large section of
people was directly af-
fected because of the use
of Endosulfan which was
already banned in 81
countries and the use of
which was not permitted
in another 12 countries.

The petitioner said sever-
al studies had document-

ed that Endosulfan could
also affect human devel-
opment and it gave ex-
ample of serious health
hazards caused in Kasar-
agod district.

"Researchers studying
children from an isolated
village in Kasaragod dis-
trict, Kerala, India have
linked Endosulfan expo-
sure to delays in sexual
maturity among boys.

Endosulfan is an off-
patent organochlorine
insecticide and acaricide.

"This colorless solid has
emerged as a highly con-
troversial agrichemical
due to its acute toxicity,
potential for bioaccumu-
lation, and role as an
endocrine disruptor," the
petition said.

It said Endosulfan was
the only pesticide applied
to cashew plantations in

the hills for 20 years and
had contaminated the
village environment.

The filing of petition as-
sumes significance as
Left parties and organi-
sations associated with
them have been leading
protest in several parts of
the country for imposi-
tion of ban on Endosul-
fan.

A group of Left MPs to-
day held a protest in Par-
liament House demand-
ing a ban on Endosulfan
pesticide and questioned
whether the reluctance
on part of the govern-
ment to take action in
this regard pointed to
another "scam".

Kerala Chief Minister V
S Achutanandan has led
the agitation by going on
a day-long fast on Mon-
day.

The Government had
yesterday said it would
take a view on the issue
"in the best interest of
the country" after the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) submits
its report.

"The use of Endosulfan
has been banned in Kera-
la.

However, imposing a na-
tionwide ban would re-
quire national consensus
backed by scientific
study," a PMO release
had said yesterday.

An all-party delegation
from Kerala had met the
Prime Minister on Febru-
ary 22 and urged him to
impose a nation-wide ban
on the pesticide.

[moneycontrol]
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PHILLIPINES: President Aquino Appoints New Officials At The National Youth Commission

Philippine President Benigno
Simeon Aquino III recently

appointed new officials at the
National Youth Commission

(NYC).

The new presidential appoin-
tees are Leon Flores III as
Chairman and Chief Execu-
tive Officer; Percival
Cendana as Commissioner-at
-large; Georgina Nava as
Commissioner representing
Luzon; Edwin Andaya as
Commissioner representing
Visayas; and Earl Saavedra
as Commissioner represent-
ing Mindanao. The new
officials carry with them a
wealth of experience and a
variety of accomplishments
on youth development.

Sangguniang Kabataan Na-
tional Federation President
Louise Gabriel del Rosario
takes his post as the Ex-
Officio Commissioner while
Commissioner —at-Large
Steve Laurence Arquiza and

Executive Director Apolonio
B. Maleniza II retain their
respective positions.

A simple turnover ceremony
for the new NYC officials
was held at the NYC Confer-
ence Room recently with
Social Welfare and Develop-
ment Secretary Corazon Juli-
ano-Soliman as Guest of
Honor and Speaker.

In her message, Secretary
Soliman underscored the
importance of being creative
in the delivery of services to
the youth sector and to be
sensitive to their needs so
they would always feel that
they have allies in the pursuit
of their worthy endeavours.

Chairman Flores on the other
hand, accepted the challenge
that go with his appointment
as the new NYC Chairman
and Chief Executive Officer
and vowed to continue the

legacy of transparency, effi-
ciency and servant leadership
for the development of the
Filipino youth as partners and
stakeholders in nation build-
ing.

For his valedictory message,
outgoing Chairman Christo-
pher Lawrence Arnuco ex-
pressed gratitude to the offic-
ers and staff for their unre-
lenting support to his leader-
ship during his one year term
and encouraged everyone to
maintain the same dedication
and zeal in the performance
of their duties and responsi-
bilities under the new NYC
leadership.

On hand to witness the turno-
ver rites were former NYC
chairpersons Richard Alvin
Nalupta, Paolo Benigno
Aquino IV and Atty. Mabel
Villarica-Mamba.

A testimonial program for

April 2011

outgoing NYC Chairman and
Chief Executive Officer
Christopher Lawrence
Arnuco and Commissioner
Benjie Oliva was also held.

The NYC was established by
virtue of Republic Act 8044
otherwise known as the
Youth in Nation Building Act
of 1995. Its vision is to be-
come the authority on youth
participation policy and as a
prime mover in inclusive
youth development by 2016.

Among the NYC initiatives
in the international arena is
the incorporation and ration-
alisation of the Ten Accom-
plished Youth Organizations
(TAYO ASEAN) Awards
and Recognition Program in
the ASEAN through its
Chairmanship of the Com-
mittee for ASEAN Youth
Cooperation (CAYC) from
2006 to 2010.

SINGAPORE: National Youth Council launches academy

SINGAPORE, Apr 16 -
The National Youth
Council (NYC) has
launched its academy,
targeted at capacity
building for youth and
youth sector organisa-
tions.

It is expected to train
4,560 youth leaders and
youth developers over the

next three years.

The academy will be led
by Mr Aaron Maniam, a
member of the NYC
Council, who mooted the
idea of the academy.

He said the academy will
provide a safe and sup-
portive learning environ-
ment for youths to en-

hance their leadership
skills.

In order to facilitate the
academy's training pro-
grammes, the current
*SCAPE Youth Centre at
Somerset Road will be
renamed to "NYC Acade-
my".

[CNA]



YEMEN: Yemen Youth Union organizes environmental campaign

SANA’A, Apr 27 - Yemen
Youth Union YYU orga-
nized on Thursday an
environmental campaign
in the Yemeni capital
Sana’a which aimed to
clean the streets that
witnessed riots by a
group of protestors
against the Yemeni re-
gime last week. Momar
Al-Eryani chairman of
YYU told YemenOnline

ASIA/PACIFIC: Youth

that the campaign orga-
nized to enhance the
meaning of the peaceful
actions to express the
demands of the peo-

ple not by violence that
done by some of the pro-
testers who attacked
shops and destroy side-
walks to be used as
stones to attack security
men and pro-government
protesters.

April 2011

mote the voice and ambi-
tions of Yemeni youth.

YYU is one of the active
civil society organizations
in Yemen. By the

way YYU is the first
Yemeni organization that
established online radio
for Yemeni Youth and
currently working in co-
operation with some in-
ternational organizations
and donors to establish
FM radio station to pro-

[yemenonline]
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ARMENIA: 'One Voice, One Cause' Unites Armenians to Celebrate Culture and Commemorate Genocide

GLENDALE, Apr 26 -
The Armenian Youth
Federation’s “One Voice,
One Cause” rally
brought together commu-
nity members highlight-
ing the vibrant culture
and resilience of the Ar-
menian people a week
prior to April 24 com-
memoration activities for
the Armenian Genocide.

The event was held out-
side St. Mary’s Armeni-
an Church and was filled
with traditional Armeni-
an music featuring be-
loved Armenian singers
Harout Pamboukjian,
Armen Movsisyan, Ar-
men Aloyan, Razmig
Mansourian, Harut
Hagopian, Raffi Se-
merjian as well as a per-
formance by Dj Bei Ru.

Local artists and photog-
raphers also displayed
their work for the public.
Photos from Gyumri
were on display showing
the destruction in the
aftermath of the 1988
earthquake. The photos
also showed glimmers of
hope, where Armenians
came together to help

EUROPE: Youth News

rebuild their ravished
city.

AYF members Tro Kri-
korian and Sanan Shir-
inian each gave profound
speeches which resonat-
ed with the crowd. Shir-
inian noted the strength,
determination and cour-
age of the Armenian peo-
ple who despite having
been nearly annihilated
in the Genocide, are
thriving today.

“Looking back on our history
it is hard to deny that we
have lost so much, we lost the
greater part of our lands, our
churches, millions of our
people, so much wealth; but
we have not, nor will we ever,
lose our ability to survive,
grow and create” said Shirini-
an as the crowd erupted into

applause.

The AYF had set up a
photo booth for remem-
brance where everyone
was encouraged to write
a message pertaining to
the Genocide, and the
photos were combined to
make a slideshow play-
ing throughout the
event. Community mem-

bers young and old wrote
messages calling for the
recognition of the Geno-
cide as well as their fam-
ily’s survival stories.

To further promote unity
and rebirth in the com-
munity, the AYF record-
ed attendees saying a
phrase of the famous
William Saroyan quote,
“Go ahead, destroy Ar-
menia. See if you can do
it. Send them into the
desert without bread or
water. Burn their homes
and churches. Then see if
they will not laugh, sing
and pray again. For
when two of them meet
anywhere in the world,
see if they will not create
a New Armenia”. The
video clip represents the
strength and persever-
ance of the Armenian
people today, after near-
ly being exterminated
from the face of the
Earth less than a centu-

Ty ago.

The impressive program
ended with Harout Pam-
poukjian and his emo-
tional closing with the
singing of the Armenian

BELGIUM: The identity and role of the leader, Young Don Bosco P

national anthem. “Now
more than ever, we are
laughing again, we are
singing again and we
will be home again,” not-
ed Shirinian in her
speech.

“The event was altogeth-
er refreshing, both in the
message of rebirth it
relayed as well as in the
demographics it attract-
ed,” said AYF Central
Executive member Niree
Kodaverdian. “It was
great to see the commu-
nity at large standing
together, remembering
their ancestor’s strength
of will and pride through
music”.

Founded in 1933, the
Armenian Youth Federa-
tion is the largest and
most influential Armeni-
an American youth or-
ganization in the United
States, working to ad-
vance the social, politi-
cal, educational and cul-
tural awareness of Arme-
nian-American youth.

[Asbarez]

LIEGE, Apr 11 - Between
7 and 10 April in Liege
there was the I Annual
Meeting from the three
year programme of the
Leadership School for
young past-pupils of Eu-
rope (GEX) organised in
accordance with the stra-
tegic plan of the World
Confederation of Don

Bosco Past Pupils.

The 30 people who at-
tended from Croatia, Ita-
ly, Poland, Spain and
Slovakia were joined by
Fr Jose Pastor Ramirez,
World Delegate, Fr Enri-
co Peretti, Delegate for
Italy, Fr Ivan Zitnansky,
Delegate for Slovakia,

and Fr Jesus Guerra,
Delegate for Spain. Un-
der the guidance of the
Vice President of World
GEX Angel Gudifia they
considered the three
main pillars of the for-
mation of a Past Pupil —
being, doing and com-
municating - according to
a special programme

aimed at a genuine hu-
man, Christian and Sale-
sian development.

On the first day the sys-
tematic plan for the three
year programme was
presented and in the
evening there was a
pleasant social gathering.

On the following day Fri-
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ENGLAND: Institute for Youth Work proposed to provide workforce with a ‘strong voice'

LONDON, Apr 18 - A
consortium of youth or-
ganisations is exploring
the creation of an inde-
pendent body to provide
youth workers with a
strong voice and set
standards across the
sector, CYP Now has
learned.

The body has been given
the provisional title of
the Institute for Youth
Work and would champi-
on the role of a broad
range of professionals
and volunteers working
with young people.

The proposal has been
put forward by Catalyst,
a consortium comprising
the National Council for
Voluntary Youth Ser-
vices (NCVYS), the Na-
tional Youth Agency
(NYA), the Social Enter-
prise Coalition and the
Young Foundation.
Youth work training pro-
vider FPM is also sup-
porting the concept.

The consortium was
awarded £2.6m by the
Department for Educa-
tion (DfE) for the next
two years in February as
part of its voluntary and
community grant
scheme. While it is not
clear how much is being
spent on investigating

setting up the institute,
the money will come
from this DfE grant.

A Catalyst spokesman
said: "As part of Cata-
lyst’s workforce develop-
ment strand, there will
be an opportunity to ex-
plore the possibilities for
developing an Institute
for Youth Work. This
opportunity has been
discussed in the sector
for years and would be
intended to provide a
strong voice for the sec-
tor and those individuals
within it. The establish-
ment of an institute
would develop a much-
needed infrastructure at
a time when other struc-
tures are rapidly chang-
ing or being dismantled."

Discussions about the
body’s exact remit are at
an early stage, but it
could include a register
of youth workers and set
standards and ethics. It
could also lead to a Ii-
cence to practice where
workers could be struck
off for malpractice.

The institute would rely
on individual workers
paying an annual mem-
bership fee, which would
give it the freedom to be
openly critical. Member-
ship would potentially be

open not only to profes-
sionally qualified youth
workers and youth work
volunteers, but also to
staff in the field of infor-
mation, advice and guid-
ance, youth justice and
others working with
young people.

A positive step

David Wright, chief exec-
utive of the Confedera-
tion of Heads of Young
People’s Services, de-
scribed the move as a
positive step. "The for-
mation of an institute
has arisen out of the
work of the youth work
stakeholder group and is
a good example of the
sector coming together to
respond to demands."

Martin Lightfoot, out-
going chair of the Na-
tional Association of
Youth and Community
Education Officers, said
he hoped it would lead to
the protection of the title
of youth worker. "At the
moment, anyone can
claim to be a youth work-
er — trained or not," he
said. "Youth workers
don’t even have a nation-
ally agreed code of con-
duct."

But Doug Nicholls, na-
tional officer for commu-
nity, youth workers and

not-for-profit sector at
Unite, was critical. "It
appears that organisa-
tions with vested inter-
ests in the privatisation
of public services have
taken an initiative with-
out the support of the
profession or any consul-
tation with youth work-
ers," he said. "It is likely
that this could well be
yet another money-
spinner for cash-
strapped organisations.
The registration of work-
ers and setting of stand-
ards is far too important
to be left to unrepre-
sentative bodies."

Fiona Blacke, chief exec-
utive of the NYA, said:
"The NYA has worked
with Unite and others in
the early planning of this
initiative. Now that the
DfE has confirmed fund-
ing we look forward to
moving this idea forward
and we will certainly be
consulting widely with
the sector.”

[cypnow]
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ICELAND: Young |celanders Review Constitution

IDNO, Apr 19 - A
convention of the
municipalities’ youth
councils entitled
“Stjérnlog unga
félksins” (“The young
people’s constitution”),
organized by UNICEF,
the Ombudsman for
Children and the City of
Reykjavik, took place in
Idné in Reykjavik last
weekend.

According to
Morgunbladid, the youth
councils of 16
municipalities across the
country participated in
the debate.

A report will be made on
the ideas discussed at
the convention, which
will be taken into
consideration at the

Constitutional Council,
which is currently
reviewing the
Constitution of Iceland
and will propose
amendments to it.

The youth councils
concluded that the
constitution must be
written in clear language
and be accessible and
that its content be
presented to children
and teenagers.

“We are presented with
the New Testament as a
gift in elementary school;
why not the
Constitution?” one of the
attendees commented.

“The convention
exceeded my brightest
hopes, it went
fantastically,”

SLOVENIA: HI Slovenia fights for students' rights

commented Vigdis Frida
Thorvaldsdéttir, who is
15 and represented the
municipality Arborg in
south Iceland.

As for changes, she
mentioned the
importance of teaching
finances in elementary
school. “They teach us
physics and lots of other
stuff but they don’t teach
us how to handle
money,” she said.

Svanur Palsson, who is
17 and represented
Isafjérdur in the West
Fjords, said it is difficult
for young people to read
the Constitution; it has
to be rephrased. “It is the
basic laws, after all.”

As for other changes, he
said the chapter on

human rights can be
simplified; it should be
enough to state that
everyone is equal. He
also believes that the
clause on Iceland having
a National Church does
not belong in the
Constitution.

Constitutional Council
member Silja Bara
Omarsdéttir attended
the convention and was
impressed by the ideas
discussed.

“For example that the
president should be able
to refer matters back to
the parliament. It shows
how teenagers are full of
ideas and want to
contribute,” she said

[iceland review online]

LJUBLJANA, Apr 20 -
Students represent the
majority of HI Slovenia’s
members and it is be-
cause of this that HI Slo-
venia decided to stand by
its student members and
help fight the proposed
"Mini Jobs Act" law re-
garding labour, including

student jobs.

In Slovenia, many stu-
dents have to work to
support themselves fi-
nancially during their
studies and of course to

allow them the freedom
to travel and explore the
world.

The new legislation, al-
ready passed in the Slo-
vene parliament, was
extremely unfriendly
towards young students
and those who are
searching for first em-
ployment.

HI Slovenia, together
with the Student Union
and Trade Union
amongst others, collected
40,000 officially verified
signatures and demand-
ed a referendum.

As a result, a referen-
dum was held on Sun-

day, 10th of April 2011
and more than a third of
all Slovenians with vot-
ing rights attended. The
results were amazing,
with more than 80% of
the Slovene voters voting
against the “Mini Jobs
Act” law, that has al-
ready been passed in
parliament.

This matter may not be
resolved yet, but HI Slo-
venia is proud to have
been a part of such a
significant battle for
young people and youth
mobility.

[EUFED]
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ANGUILLA: The Anguilla National Youth Council Announces General Elections for Ma

THE VALLEY APR 11 -

The Election Commis-
sioner of the Anguilla
National Youth Council

Limited (ANYC Ltd)
would like to announce
General Elections for

May 3, 2011 at the So-
roptimist Centre begin-
ning at 6:30pm. The
movement of Anguilla
and Anguillians towards
social progress and a
better quality of life de-
pends heavily on the ex-
tent to which the youth,
who make up the vast
majority of our popula-
tion, are able to face this
challenge. Therefore, the
ANYC Ltd., established
in 1977, is the national
representative organisa-
tion of the nation’s youth;
whose operations seek to
protect the interests of
all youth, youth groups,
and affiliated organisa-
tions; and to advance and
promote the general wel-
fare and social progress
of not only the youth, but
also the people of Anguil-
la.

The ANYC Ltd. will be
having its Annual Gen-
eral Meeting on May 3,
2011, at which time, gen-
eral elections for the
Board of Directors will be

held. All posts on the
Board of Directors are
elected posts. The Elec-
tion Commissioner would
like to publically an-
nounce that the following
five positions are to be
filled: President, Vice
President, General Sec-
retary, Treasurer, Public

Relations Officer and
Assistant Secretary-
Treasurer. The com-

mencement of the elec-
tion process marks the
expiry of the terms of the
outgoing office bearers.
These officers are:

President - Mr
Kasseem Forde,
member of Jesus
Christ VIP’s

Vice President — Ms.
Shauna Rich-
ardson, member
of Optimist Club
of Anguilla

Treasurer - Mr.
Jammar Ruan,
member of An-
guilla Red Cross

Secretary — Mr. Phil-
lippe Delaney,
member of Cen-
tral Christian
Youth  Fellow-
ship

Public Relations Of-

ficer — Ms. Janai

Gumbs of the
Anguilla Scouts
Association

Assistant Secretary-
Treasurer — Mr.
Whaldama
Brooks, member
of the Anguilla
Cricket Associa-
tion

To be an eligible candi-
date for nomination to
serve on the Board of
Directors, the individual
must meet all the eligi-
bility criteria, which in-
clude the following:

® The individual must
be between the ages of 13
to 30 years.

® Be a delegate from a
member organisation
(where member organisa-
tion or group means reg-
istered member of the

ANYC Ltd.).

® The Board of Direc-
tors shall not consist of
more than two represent-
atives from any youth
group or organisation
that is a member of the
ANYC Ltd.

The period for acceptance
of nominations has been

opened and will close on
May 2, 2011. Nomination
forms shall be made
available at selected
stores; high school; pub-
lic library; ANYC Ltd’s
website; and to each reg-
istered youth group or
organisation. Please note
that no individual can
appoint him or herself for
nomination and in cases
for group nominations,
both the President and
Secretary must sign the
nomination form.
All members of the
ANYC Ltd. have voting
rights and can be in-
volved in the voting pro-
cess. Do not give up your
voting right, be involved!
Each member has one
vote for each vacant posi-
tion to be filled.

Youth groups or organi-
sations are also strongly
encouraged to become
registered members of
the ANYC Ltd to ensure
they are able to partici-
pate in the wupcoming
election.

[anguillanews]

ANTIGUA: Youth Ambassadors Set for Washington :

ST JOHN’S, Apr 12 —
Antigua St John's - A
contingent of 13 youth,
led by mentors Karen-
Mae Hill and Silvyn Far-
rell, will leave Antigua
on Wednesday for the
inaugural staging of the
Partners of the Ameri-

cas' Youth Ambassadors
Program, sponsored by
the United States De-
partment of State.

While in the United
States, the Antiguan &
Barbudan contingent
will be joined by a Ja-

maican contingent.

The group will spend five
days in Washington, DC
from April 13 — 18, and
will meet with congres-
sional representatives
and receive a Capitol
tour that includes the
Kennedy Center, State

Department, the Nation-
al Archives, the Ameri-
can History Museum,
and the Air and Space
Museum.

The youth will be en-
gaged in a conflict reso-
lution discussion, Lead-

April 2011
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ership in Action work-
shops, and a documen-
tary photography work-
shop. They will also par-
ticipate in a volunteer
service project. Another
of the highlights of the

Washington trip will be a
baseball game: Washing-
ton Nationals vs Milwau-

kee Brewers.

After five days in Wash-
ington, the group will
split in two; half will go
to Rochester, New York,
and the other will go to
Laramie, Wyoming from
April 18 — May 4, where

they will live with host
families and learn more
around the subthemes of
“Environment and Agro-
business”.

In Laramie, the youth
will visit organisations
that address the issue of
environmental protec-
tion, and will learn about
proper waste manage-
ment and recycling, in
order to share effective
practices in Antigua &
Barbuda. Youth ambas-
sadors will also be intro-
duced to a rural Ameri-

can education system at

JAMAICA: ‘Provide more funding for youths'

the high school and uni-
versity levels. Through a
bio-jewelry project, they
will learn about the de-
velopment of a service
project that uses natural
resources to create a
product and sell it.

The Rochester, New York

programme meanwhile
provides an opportunity
for the youth to build
understanding amongst
peers, increase leader-
ship skills, build entre-
preneur skills, increase
knowledge of agri-
business, science and

technology, and explore

American history inclu-
sive of slavery, woman
suffrage, immigration
and the growth of manu-
facturing. Youth ambas-
sadors will be introduced
to an urban American
education system, health
care services for the disa-
bled, and partake in a
community service pro-
ject.

[Caribarena]

KINGSTONE, Apr 21 -
The People's National
Party Youth Organisa-
tion (PNPYO), says
budget cuts to key youth
development agencies
demonstrates that the
Government is not com-
mitted to the develop-
ment of the nation's

young people.

Newly appointed acting
President of the PNPYO,
Junior Rose, said his
analysis of the 2011-2012
Budget tabled in Parlia-
ment, showed that there
has been cuts to the Min-
istry of Youth, the Na-

tional Youth Service and
the National Council for
Youth Development.

Speaking at a press con-
ference at the People's
National Party's Old
Hope Road headquarters
this morning, Rose said
youth programmes are

incoherent and severely
under-funded.

Rose is urging the gov-
ernment to provide more
funding for youth devel-
opment agencies, so they
can return to their objec-
tives of providing train-
ing and job placement for

USA: Auburn/Cayuga NAACP reignites youth involvement

AUBURN, Apr 30 - The
Booker T. Washington
Community Center on
Chapman Avenue was
closed Friday except for
a small, but dedicated
group of young people
meeting for the annual

elections of officers for
the Auburn/Cayuga
chapter of the NAACP
Youth Council.

Down the hall, a child
was shooting hoops alone
in the center’s gym. He
told adults advising the

Youth Council that he
was new in town and
didn’t know anybody, so
he didn’t want to join the
council’s meeting. They
let him stay to play bas-
ketball.

Eli Hernandez, president

of the Auburn/Cayuga
National Association for
the Advancement of Col-
ored People (adult chap-
ter), believes joining the
NAACP Youth Council is
exactly what the young

man should be doing.
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Hernandez attended Fri-
day’s meeting to provide
advice and guidance to
the members.

The Youth Council was
started up again in Au-
burn last year after
many years of inactivity.
Four of the 36 members
were at BTW and elected
three officers who will
serve for the next year.

* President: Imani Wil-
liams, 16

* Vice president:
Jahmere Wilson, 17

* Treasurer: Anita Babb,
15

No secretary was voted
in, so the position re-
mains vacant until Wil-
liams can find someone
willing to do the job and
appoint him or her.

“I'm really excited,” Wil-

liams said. “I want to
make this year a great
year and I want to get
more of our peers in-
volved and work together
to make an impact.”

Williams said the coun-
cil’s highest priorities
this year will be to raise
funds and increase coun-

cil membership.

Youth advisor Rhoda
Overstreet-Wilson said
the local adult chapter of
the NAACP is and will
continue to be very sup-
portive of the Youth
Council.

She said the council has
had consistent monthly
meetings from 5:30 to 7
p.m. on the second
Wednesday of every
month at the Booker T.
Washington Community
Center.

AMERICAS: Youth News

“It’s been slow and
steady,” Overstreet-
Wilson said. “Our board
is really dedicated to the
mission, which speaks
about change and moti-
vating the community to
get together for whatever
community causes are at
hand.”

She said the board par-
ticipated in a school sup-
ply giveaway and also
attended two NAACP
state meetings in Roch-
ester. The council will
soon gear up for summer
fundraising efforts, Over-
street-Wilson said.

She said it is often easier
for youth to get involved
as a group because of
their unique perspective
and their ability to influ-
ence one another.

“It is important because

the youth have a differ-
ent perspective on things
that directly affect them
and the community,” she
said. “It takes youth to

motivate one another.”

Parent Hagqa Wishnoff
said being involved in
the NAACP Youth Coun-
cil empowers children
because they own what
they do.

“This is for them, by
them,” she said.

Overstreet-Wilson said
she wants the member-
ship to grow this year.

“We really want the
youth in our community
to know we are a strong,
proud organization,” she
said. “We really want

them to join.”

[auburnpub]



The World Assembly of Youth (WAY) is
the international coordinating body of
national youth councils and organiza-
tions. The full members of WAY are na-
tional youth councils. WAY has 120
member organizations from all conti-
nents.

Founded in 1949, WAY has general con-
sultative status with the Economic and
Social Council of the United Nations and
works in close cooperation with several
UN agencies including UNAIDS, UNEP,
ILO UNESCO, UNFPA, UNICEF and
WHO.

WAY works for promotion of youth and
youth organizations in program areas
such as: youth employment, environment,
human rights, democracy, population,
health, drugs, community development
and leadership training.

World Assembly of Youth
Assemblee Mondiale de la Jeunesse

Asamblea Mundial de la Juventud

SECRETARIAT

World Youth Complex
Jalan Lebuh Ayer Keroh
75450 Ayer Keroh
Melaka, MALAYSIA

Phone: +602322711/1871

Fax: +602327271

E-mail: office@way.org.my
Website: http:/www.way.org.my

World Assembly of Youth Organization Chart

HON. DATUK IR. IDRIS
HARON (Malaysia)

MR.ERNESTO KESAR
(Trinidad and Tobago)

HON. POHAMBA SHIFETA
(Namibia)

MR. HUSSEIN AL-
AHMED (Yemen)

MISS EDIOLA PASHOLLARI (Albania)

MR. MARVIN NATHAN
YOBANA (Nigeria)

MR. SESUN JEE (Korea)
(Nepal)

MR. ALHAJ M. FAZLUL o

HAQUE (Bangladesh) i, LML

MR.AHMAD DOLI
KURNIA (Indonesia)

MR. BHUBAN PATHAK

MR.MOHAMED ALWANE
(Libya)

MR. ISMAIL MOHAMMED
NUR MOHAMED ISMAIL
JAMIL (Sudan)

(Europe)
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